PROPOSALS t Enriaſe SEAMEN for the Service 
and Defence of ENGLAND. 


T being an undeniable Truth, That the Eng/h Navies hcrctofore; ,when they did not require above 

19 cr +5 Thouſand Men, tufficiencly ro Man Them, and had able Scamen enough to Compleat that 
E»uipage; did not ule to be Sickly ; .; ye IS KL ha 

Ic will eafily be beliey'd, Thatthe Infirmities that have artcnded our Fleet rheſe J or 4 laſt Years; have 

arole from the-Naſtincls of the many,Landmen that have bcen ſent our of the ſeveral Counties, to. be pur on 

Board them. . For Remedy whereot, I know no other Right Expedicnt but the Breeding more Scamen. | 

' A Worthy Gentleman 1n a late T ceatile, offers at a Project tor the Manning the Navy, by Oblieing ſeveral 


' 
4 


Perſons, 1inder their.ſevcrai Circumſtances, to provide ſo many Able Seamen tor Their Majclties Service, Or 
elle to be {ubject to certain Penalties ; and they muſt provide rhem upon ſuch Terms as they can agrec with the 
faid Seamen ; and ſt1]I theſe Seamen,in probabilicy, are but the ſame,that.cirher would have gone voluntarily og 
Board, or might have been Prely'd into Their Majeltics Service, and conlcquently.there will be ſo many the 
tewer to go on Board voluntarily, or to be Prels':1, which in effet, is bur hiring ſo many of the preſent Seamen. 

Whereas, I humbly conceive, nothing but a Project ro Breed Seamcn, well Executed, will make this Na- 
tion Glorious upon the Seca. ; - OR 0O SCE» 
. I cannot be of the Opinion, as I perceive ſome People are, That a Ship Mann'd with 2 parts Seamen, and 
: Landmgn ; moſt of which cannor tqrbear-Votniting, nor have the command of their Legs to yo upon the 
Deck an@do it over the Gunnel ct rite Ship, but empty themſelves every way, cither berween Decks or in the 
Hold, to the great Annoyance of all the.reſt of the Crew, who arc hereby cxpoled to ſo many Diſeaſes, as have 
appeared in the late Years Expeditions of the Royal Fleets. , 


o 


- But I humbly couceive, Thar if they nad left all the raw Landmen aſhore, .and gon to Sca with only their 
»camen, and ſuch as were Maſters of..Sca- Legs .and Sea-Stomachs, they might probablv have ejcaped the Diſ- 
eaſes which were bred on Board: by the Naſtineſs of the others, and. conſcguently have been much better 
Mann'd; wherefore I witl humbly offer two Remedies which, I hope, will ſcem EfteCtual. 

- Firſt,, That all. Wacermen that now by the Initicution of their Corporations mult have but one Apprentice, 
and that not until they have been 7 Years out of their Time, may take two art leaſt, and take them as ſoon as 
tacy pleale, after they. are out of their Time; ana this, I hopz, will be no hardthip upon any Body, becauſc 
the preſent Freemen will have the immediate Benefit thereby, and Widows, who have bur one Servant each, 
and that Servant Prelyd into the Ficcr, and conſequently are left deftirureof Maintenance, until the Ship comes 
to be paid off, may. take anorher Apprenitice in the mean time to work for her Livelyhood. 

- And tho? it 1s true, thatthe Apprentices which ſhall be now taken, will nor be big enough to go on Board 
the Men of War under 3 or 4 Years, yct theſe will ſerye to Row upon the Thames, whilſt a great many others, 
who are now kept at hoe, may be ſparcd to go aboard. ; 

Secondly, T har all Ships uſing the Coal-TI rade, cither to Engl-n4 or Wates, Coaftwaies, ſhall carry one 
Landman tor Their Majz{tics Service, for every Score of chaldren of Coals thar they ſhall rake on Board ; 
theie Landmen.to be {upplicd, cither by Prefting, or ſuch as ſhall voluntarily go on Board to learn to be Sea- 
men; and after Six Months tcing on Board, or {ooner, it it ſhall be thought fit (when they have got Sea-Legs 
and Sea-Stomachs) to be removed into T heir Majefties Ships of War for Gromets, to teceive 18s. per Month 
for their Pay, at firſt, until they can do a Scamans Labour, and then to have.the Pay of Able Seamen. 

In the mean time to be allow'd 4. per Diem ro find themſelves Cloaths, and other 4 d. zer Diem to be al- 
low'd the Maſter of the Collier, LOWaAgas each Maree Vitale . And fpgolbng he VIC Atuiiuls we HL cut Ito fat — 
Maſter another 4 d per Diem, it's przſum'd that he will be no loſer thereby, becaute he will catry ſo many 
Seamen the leſs, as will more than countervail that Charge. x | 

As for Example, Irs a general Cuſtom amongſt the Colliers (as I am Inforni'd) to earry a Seaman tocvery 
Score of Coils of the Ships Burthen ; now a Ship of 16 Score, thar uſcrh to carry 16 Seamen at 6 or 7 4 a Man 
tor cach Voyage, which is uſually made in 6, 7, 8, 9g, or 19 Weeks, having 16 Landmen on Board, will 
abare at leaſt 4 of his Seamen, which at G/. zer Voyage, ſtands him in 24 /. Whereas 4 d. per Diem towards 
the Victuals of 16 Men for 15 Wecks, will amount to but 18 /. 13 5. 4 d. So that if the Voyage prove 19Weeks 
long, yet the Maſter will be a Gainer, bv. having the Landmen on Board, 5 /. 65. 84. and proportionably 
more, according to the ſhortneis of the Voyage. Bclides, they will havethe Convenicncy of Detending cheir 
Ships againſt privare Men of War, if they furniſh themſelves well wich ſmall Arms. 

Now for the Railing the Money for defraying the Charges of 4 d. per Diem to cach Man for Cloaths, and 
the 4 d. per Diem, which Their Majeſtics are to pay for Victuals. | : 

For as much as the Colliers will have ſome Advantage by the breeding theſe Seamen, as well as their ſhare of 
the general Benefit that will acrue,by bringing downthe preſcnt extravagant Wagesof Seamen,whentheirnumber 
encicaſeth Yearly ; and that a {mall Tax upon Coals, is as inſenlible, as upon any other Commodity whartloeyer. 

It is bumbly Propoſed, Thar there ſhould be + s. per chaldron, London-Meaſure, laid upon all Coals ſhipp'd 
off in all the Poris of England and Wales, which bcing 429999 chaldren, or thereabouts, per Annum ; accord- 
ing to a late Computation, will raiſe 21990 /. zer Anmm, and 1500 Men to be always Maintam'd at Sea at 
8 d. ter Dient, will coſt 18249 7. 2 5. 4d. fo there may be 27597. 16s. 8d. per Annum, towards the Charges 
of Management, which 1 conceive ſufficient, becaule the Colleftors of the Cuſtoms, will probably be contented 
to receiveand pay the Money to the Men, tot a Penny in the Pound ; and this Service will require no great 

Officers; good Boatſwains, Mares, and ſuch kind of Robultick Perſons, will be the fitteſt Agents for this Afﬀair, 
and {vch will think themſelves well paid with 49 or 50 /. per Annun, beſides their Charges, which will not be. 
very. muclf over and above tlie Charges of the Conſtables, and ſuch as ſhall by Warrant of the Juſtice of the 
Peace, Impreſs and bring down Men to the Portsz where cach Agent muſt have a Boat and Boatmen allow'd 
at {uch conſtant Sallarics as ſhall be thought convenient by 2 or 3 proper Perſons thar ſhall be Conſtiruted, to 
Dire& the Afair ; of which number, the Author of this Propoſition defires not to be one, he having already 
as much of Their Majeſtics Buſineſs, under his Care and Management, ashe can poſſibly Diſpatch. oo / 

Theſe Two Expedicnts,being well Executed, in 20r } Years time,there will be no want of Seamen, cither for 
Their Majeſtics Ships.or for Merchantmen ; the laſt only Supplying Annually 3:09 Men,by removing I5oo, 
half Yearly,while the Young Warermen are growing up: And by this means will be prevenred the vaſt Charge, 
at which the Roval Navy lies in Port, every Spring, for want of Sailers to Man Their Majeſties Ships : Beſides, 
the Cities and Countries wilt be caſed of a great many Idle Fellows; nor will Lazy, Sawcy, Debauctrd Ser- 
vants be ſo plenty, as now they ate . For all which Reaſons, if it (hall not be thought convenient to Raiſe the 
Money for Breeding up Seamen upon the Coal-Trade, then it may be worth Conſideration, by what other 
wav to raiſe {o {mall a Sum to ſupply a Matter fo much for the Nations Safeguard and Adyantage. 


Neverthel ſr, hunbly Submitting to better Judgments. __ ; 


. . - ek ; » . . of 
22, That Notwichſtandiog, in the for Propoſal, the Calculation is made for the Colliers, to carfy afcer the rate 
" Landes for ns chaldren © ——— upon PreQice it will appear, Thar need not carry above 
One Landman for every Two Score chaldren, for the Breeding up of but 1 500 Men every Six Months. 


_ 


